
Whether you are 2 or 102 the bus is great! 
 

We asked people from across Oxfordshire why they like taking the bus and 
got lots of different answers: from comfort, convenience and cost to joy, 
pleasure and relaxation. You can read their stories here. 

 

 

 

Using the bus is the quickest and most convenient way to travel into Oxford 
from Thame. With the £2 fares it makes it the cheapest too! Mostly I like to 
sit and look out of the window, but sometimes I get into conversation with 
a fellow passenger and I enjoy that too. I sometimes travel to Headington 
to work at the hospital. Catching the bus is much better for the 
environment than a car with only one person in it. I have also enjoyed 
taking my toddler grandson for a trip on the bus just for fun. He loved it! 

Cathy 

 

 

I have recently started taking the S3 bus from 
Enstone to Oxford and find it very convenient 
and great value for money. I can work 
comfortably over the 45 min ride in the 
morning and can unwind by enjoying the view 
on the way home.  

John Ingram, Oxford Academic 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Taking the bus to Cowley and Blackbird Leys from the city centre is a smart 
choice for my business home visits. The bus service is reliable and avoids 
the hassle of parking, which can be a significant issue in busy areas. 
Additionally, using public transport helps reduce pollution, contributing to 
a cleaner environment. On days with poor weather, riding a bike would 
leave me unprotected from the elements, making the bus a much more 
comfortable and practical option for my travels. 

David Rundle, City Council team leader 

 

 

I love the bus and use it often. Its comfortable, 
fast, and conveniently frequent. It takes me right 
to the centre of town, when I go shopping, or 
meet friends. I use it to take me to the station 
too, when I head into London. I listen to music 
through my headphones and enjoy watching the 
scenery flash by. 

Emma, local resident 

 

I feel very privileged to have a bus pass and a stop within a very short 
walking distance to get into Oxford very easily on the Woodstock 
Road.  The replacement of the old juddering buses which made you feel 
every pothole and bump in the road by the new smooth electric ones is a 
wonderful improvement.  Having the announcements is also reassuring at 
night when it is harder to see where we have reached in the long road in the 
dark. 

Katherine Shock, Artist  

 

 

 

 



 

 

I have always liked taking buses and 
do it when I do not feel like cycling 
and decide instead to walk and bus. I 
feel free on a bus, I don't need to be 
in charge of where I am going for a bit 
and can focus on hearing scraps of 
conversations around me and 
sometimes have a conversation with 
a stranger. Buses are relaxing and 
sociable.  

Sushila Dhall, Chair, Oxford 
Pedestrians Association 

 

I have recently taken to getting the bus to see my granddaughter in Cowley 
if Headington Hill feels daunting on a particular day and I am unable to 
cycle there. I prefer travelling by bus in wet, dark weather to riding my bike, 
especially as looking over my shoulder is increasingly difficult, so the 
bicycle feels less safe than the bus. There is a 15 minute walk from Jericho 
to Woodstock Road and then I have to take two buses so it takes twice as 
long, an hour at least whichever bus route you go. Even longer in traffic. But 
I have the time and an elderly person's bus pass for which I am extremely 
grateful because it is free and better for the planet than using my car. 
 
Fiona Crosse (grandmother) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

I’ve started taking the X9 from Charlbury to Chipping 
Norton. The things I have learned – great gossip! And a 
chance to gawp at the queues at Jeremy Clarkson’s 
farm shop.  Astonishing! 

Liz Reason, Town Councillor 

 

 

It is the only sensible way to get my 102 yr old 
mother in a wheelchair to and from the John 
Radcliffe hospital, as taxis which you can wheel 
in a wheelchair are few and v expensive. 

I've been particularly impressed at the kindness 
and caring bus drivers. They have to get out of the 
cab and put out the wheelchair ramp, which 
slows everything down, but they are always 
charming. They check my mum is in the correct 
position and safely wheel-locked before they 
drive off. 

It is a brilliant service. 

Dr S Hope FRCGP FRCP 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
"Hold very tight please" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oh! The joy of the bus (and delight of the train) 
Not using a car again and again. 
The ease and the pleasure to get on a bus,  
And go into town without any fuss. 
Grandchildren keen, as they wait at the stop 
To get the best seats, they dash to the top.  
From this height we enjoy a much wider view, 
Gazing down at the gardeners to see what they do. 
We don't have to park when we "bus in " for shopping, 
   Or go to the theatre:      
Our on and off hopping  
Is now second nature. 
We would make a horrible, un-British fuss  
If all journeys were stopped that included a bus. 
 
We see this kind of transport a definite plus 
and are ever-so-glad we can get on a bus. 
 
Dot, Summertown resident and former teacher 

 

 


