Story 4: to the South of France by train

Contributed by Rebecca Nestor

Journey
Oxford to Beziers via Lille on Eurostar and TGV — to see my sister, who lives in the
mountains north of Beziers.

Duration
Oxford-St Pancras-Lille is three and a half or four hours in total. The Lille-Beziers leg is a
direct service, which takes just under six hours in speedy comfort.

Resources
| start with the Man in Seat 61 website — knowledgeable advice from a serious train geek
about booking trains to almost anywhere. www.seat61.com

Then when | want to know the timetables | go to Deutsche Bahn website
www.deutschebahn.co.uk — sounds odd | know, but it is a very good website with reliable
information.

| do the actual bookings on the Rail Europe website, from which you can book both
Eurostar and the French trains. www.raileurope.co.uk

What made it fun

I've done this journey several times and it is always a delight. Not having to wait for hours
in an airport is the most obvious part. Not having to cross Paris for the connection is great.
Watching the countryside change gradually on the second leg is wonderful. And generally
the trains are quieter and less crowded than planes, so the journey is much more civilized.

Highlights
Yummy lunch bought at the deli at St Pancras International — much better than the
Eurostar buffet.

If there’s time and | feel like it, | sometimes get the local train from Beziers to Bedarieux —
less of a drive for my sister to collect me, and some incredible mountain scenery which
you wouldn’t see from the car.

What is not so great
It's an early start, or else an overnight in London beforehand to get the 8 am Eurostar.
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