
Story 2: family holiday in Derry and Donegal  
 
Contributed by Caroline Roaf 
 
Journey 
Rail/sail Oxford-Holyhead-Dublin. Bus Dublin-Derry. Car Derry to Donegal and bus 
back to Dublin from Donegal 
 
Duration 
One week 
 
Travel time  
Oxford-Dublin 
Nine and a half hours (two hours less on the fast ferry - but not recommended except 
in summer since the weather often lays it off) 
Dublin to Derry or Donegal: three and a half hours by bus - about 150 miles for about 
30 euros return 
 
Resources used in planning 
Prior knowledge (suggest Irish Ferries website 
http://www.irishferries.com/gb/index.asp  but book at Oxford Station). This is a 
phenomenally good deal - price has only just gone up to £68 return Oxford- Dublin. 
 
What made it feel fun/a treat 
Being free to join a daughter and two granddaughters unexpectedly - meet her 
partner’s family in Derry and go on to stay on the Donegal coast where the next 
house out west was the other side of the Atlantic (and meet up with a lot of old 
friends) 
 
What was not so great 
Be warned - the train journey to Holyhead from Oxford can involve three changes so 
wear all your warm clothes, travel light and take a sandwich (but it’s a great route to 
study canals…). By way of compensation the big slow (3.20 hours) ferry to Dublin 
has extremely comfortable leather sofas you can sleep really well on. 
 
Highlights 
The walls of Derry, wild beach walks, Dublin bus station (so tempting with frequent 
buses all over the country...) 
 
What you’d change next time 
Nothing - it’s always wonderful   
 

http://www.irishferries.com/gb/index.asp

