Story 1: Spain - 50th wedding anniversary special (a present from our children)
Contributed by Caroline Roaf

Journey:
Madrid, Seville and Granada

Duration
12 days at the end of January (less likely to be wet than Feb. and very few tourists)

Time to first destination

Left 11.00 a.m from Oxford, arrived Madrid via Eurostar to Paris and then via
Spanish trenhotel 7.00 pm arriving Madrid 9.00 am next morning. On the return
journey we spent a whole day in Paris returning to Oxford via a late Eurostar.

Resources

Deutsche Bahn website (www.deutschebahn.de) for all relevant train timetables and
Rail Europe by phone (www.raileurope.co.uk and 08448 484 064) to book the
tickets.

A friend with a sister living in Spain for details re rail cards in Spain (extremely good
value for an outlay of 5 Euros per person). If you are eligible for a rail card, don’t
book ahead for onward trains in Spain, buy it there and unless you are traveling at
peak holiday time you’ll be able to book the trains you want.

A niece who'’s lived several years in Spain for ideas re hotels and who introduced us
to www.booking.com - result - we stayed two nights in the Parador in the Alhambra
for half price and with only three weeks’ notice...).

What made it feel fun

The whole enterprise was so perfect - very last minute decision re where to go and
when: January - no time to plan before Christmas and then the miracle of finding we
could stay in the notoriously expensive and always booked up hotel in the Alhambra.
The sun shone, there was snow on the Sierra Nevada - we had a wonderful time
with friends in Madrid...and tapas bars...sitting outside in the sun in January...and
fresh orange juice for breakfast every day...

Highlights

Those rail cards. We went mad and took day trips from Seville (our main destination)
to Cadiz and also to Cordoba - both entirely unexpected and unforgettable

The Alhambra by night

Guernica in the Reina Sofia in Madrid

What you’d change next time
N/a -this was a one off for obvious reasons but it was magic


http://www.deutschebahn.de/
http://www.raileurope.co.uk/
http://www.booking.com/

